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TIIK COUNTY OFFICIAL PAPK1I

WAS AN INJUSTICE DONE?
The Mist lias been taken to task for daring

o comment editorially on an interview as pub
lished in the Portland Journal purporting to
have come from Judge Clark of this county.
The editorial appeared in the last issue of the

list. In connection with the article below
which is taken from the Journal of recent date
we ask that the editorial of the Mist be read

nd if a mistake was made or any injustice
$onc to Judge Clark by commenting on same,
Jhen we are anxious to make neccss'iry

mends. The two articles speak for them-
selves. In the Journal article, however, and
tinder the same heading, a part of the article
which bears the big heading that "Judge
f lark comes to the defense of State Highway
'.nginfer," follows a rehash of the recent re-

tail election and the controversy between the
old Court and the Highway Kngincer, and
$ hich a great majority of people of this coun-J- y

took as a part of the defense made by Judge
'lark. However that portion of it is denied

by Judge Clark as having been made by him,
which we arc ready to accept as being the
tacts but when thcs8 statements were publish- -'

jtd in the news item which was headed as
jbove stated, it was the most natural thing :n
the world for readers to interpert the whole
ihing as one piece

I Hut leaving out all that portion except the
Quoted-part- of Judge Clark, wc give the ar-

ticle as it appeared in the Journal, head and

1IM;K C'liAltK COMKH TO TIIK DKKKNHK OF
I HTATK HIGHWAY KNCJINKKIt.

League Making Attack on llouihy Not ItepreNenUtlve
? fkff flfillfltv. It flu AuuwIihI

IHKTMKNT8 SIGNIFICANT.

i Mnrnta to llonrilnic I'lun Haiti to Live In l'pxr Knd
I of Columbia County.

1 1 "In connection with the criticism of State Illgh- -
;wny Knglneor H. L. llowlby, contained In resolutions

f Jmmiecl a few days ago by the Columbia County Tax- -
f liaVHri' IjAflffllA f'nltntv TiiHirn fMa.lf nf tlint ...... u
f says that the league la not representative of the peo-- f

pie of that county and Is chiefly composed of those
f In the upper end of the county who opposed bonding
I sue county for road Improvement.

j "In an Interview Judge Clark flatly denlod the
reports as published by several leading papers of the
"state last Tuosday, to the effest that resolutions were
adopted last Tuesday, at the budget meeting at St.
Slolens, to dispense with the aorvlcea of Engineer
Jiowlhy.
f " 'While the resolutions wore read before the
(budget meeting,' said he, 'there was no motion made
Sot Us acceptance or rejection, and I cannot see why

I such erronoous reports were furnished to the papers
i' a it nn. iu f i . a i'w t " nnu 1110 dmio
tlilghway commission a slap. The resolution In ques-
tion.' continued Judge Clark, ' was not made out

.;to the county court, or to the budget meeting, but
Iwas made to and adopted by the Columbia Taxpayers'
u.oague at their last meeting In St. Helens'

Opposed to Issue,
"Tho Columbia County Taxpayers' League Is

composed chiefly of those people in the upper part of
Columbia County who opposed tho bond Issue, and

tthoy are not by any means representative of the peo
ple oi me county.

"It Is the general opinion of the people of the
lower part of the county that It the state highway
engineer would have run the Columbia River high-
way through St. Helens instead of Houlton, Bowlby
nnd the commission would not have been criticised
for their work.

"Documents and reports on file are insignificant
in comparison with the magnitude of the work."

There is the interview of Judge Clark. Get
out your copy of last week's Mist and com-

pare the editorial with this interview. That's
all wc ask.

Judge Clark has stated that he came to
St. Helens after his election with a determina

nt ion to bury sectional feelings, and try, by his
tumiiici in ine auairs oi ine uiutt, io puim
up whatever sectional feeling there might be.
There can be no doubt but that the Judge is

earnestly trying to do this. So are many
other people, not only at Rainier but also in
this .section of the county. No person or
agency is more desirous of bringing about
peaceful and harmonious relations between
the different localities of the county than is
the Mist. In the interview given out by
Judge Clark he was not promoting that feeling
but rather rekindling the old fire of discord
and it was for that reason that the Mist com-
mented on it as it did.

No doubt some of the other papers of the
county will jump all over the Mist this week
for that editorial. We are expecting it in the
light of events of the past few days. We are
anticipating it. But after all is said and the
readers of the various papers of the county
read the article as printed in the Journal and
then read the Mist of last week, we arc willing
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to take the judgment of the fair minded citi-
zens of the county as to whether or not an in-

justice was done to Judge Clark.

A STRONG DELEGATION.
Multnomah County with twelve representa-

tives in the House, has only secured the
Speakership, and ten of the most important
Committee Chairmanships. The other mem-
ber of the delegation had the temerity to vote
for another man than Ben Selling for Speaker
and he was therefore classed as a country
member. It has been freely predicted
through the state that Multnomah County
would run the legislative machine in the
House this session and those predictions ap-
pear to have been well founded. It is quite
probable that this state of affairs was antici-
pated when the candidates were selected by
Multnomah County. There is no denying the
fact that the personel of the Multnomah Rep-
resentatives is a very strong one. Some of
the most successful business men and poli-
ticians of the state are among the delegation.
Multnomah County is not represented by just
an ordinary bunch of men this time as it has
been for several sessions, but it has a dele-
gation which has already proven its efficiency
by capturing every thing in sight and being in
absolute control of the House.

But coming down to brass tacks this state
of affairs may not turn out to be so bad after
all. While it is apparent that the big county
will control legislation in the House, it is also
quite apparent that such legislation as they do
control will be good legislation. When a del-

egation of twelve men of the character and
standing of those twelve Multnomah Repres-tative- s

get control of legislative machinery it
is not likely that anything very vicious or bad
will be foisted upon the people They are
men who have been successful in business and
are very much interested in securing good
laws and reducing the taxpayers' burdens,
and while they all come from 0112 onuty their,
work will doubtless prove satisfactory to the
people of the state at large.

It is not to be understood that they arc the
only members of the House who are good leg-
islators for there are no doubt many others,
but the fact that they are so thoroughly or-

ganized and have such a complete under-
standing and with such a considerable num-
ber of them, together with the fact that they
have the active support of quite a number of
other men from various sections of the state,
puts them in the position of dictators, and
from the way things start out they are going
to do sonic dictating too.

SIGNIFICANT
It is now quite evident that several thous-

and dollars of the road money was wasted
under thedirection of the State Highway En-

gineer. There is ample proof of this fact
without resorting to figures submitted by that
officer or without having to take the word of
any man or paper. All it requires is to make
a visit to the railroad track about two miles
below Clatskanie and see where the beautiful
dry masonry walls along the side of the hill as
ordered by the State Highway Engineer,
have slid down the hill on to the railroad
track for a distance of several hundred feet.
And now conies the railroad company with
the request, or rather demand, that all that
portion of the dry masonry that did not slip
down the hill with the first rains, be torn
down in order to protect the property of the
railroad company and the lives of its employes
and passengers.

When this gigantic blunder is called to the
attention of the Highway Engineer he will
perhaps pass it off with a remark similar to the
one he made when he was accused of incompe-
tency; that it was insignificant when compar-
ed to the magnitude of the work. So many of
these proofs of incompetency and extrava-
gance on the part of the Highway Engineer
are coming to light each succeeding day that
even Major Bowlby will have to take notice of
some of them as being significant, before
long.

.

HORROR OF HORRORS.
Very likely a considerable amount of criti-

cism will be directed at the County Court for
the purchase of a Ford automobile to be used
by the Roadmaster and Court in traveling
over the county. But a careful consideration
cannot help but reveal the fact that it will be
economy instead of a burden. The use of one
of these handy and relable cars by the officials
will result in the saving of many dollars in ex-

pense, such as railroad fares, auto hire, and
like items. A careful account of the use of
the Ford for the year will be kept, and at the
end of that time we predict it will show a sav-

ing to the county.
But, horror of horrors, the Court has violat-

ed its oath to support the constitution of the
United States, in the purchase of this auto-

mobile. IT DID NOT ADVERTISE FOR
BIDS BEFORE PURCHASING SAME.

OE

car

Coast Mercantile Company

was kept by Peter J. Kyms In a
small drawer in his desk. He kept
the drawor locked. He carried the
key on a ring. This ring was at-
tached to a chain. The chain in
turn was fastened to a suspended
button. Nevertheless the drawer
was broken In, and the money stolen.
He now keeps his money in Bank.
It cost him $800.00 to learn that a
Dank Dook is safer than a desk, a
drawer, a key ring, a chain, and a
suspender button.

The money you deposit
with us today the thief
cannot get tomorrow.

Bank
OLDEST IN THE COUNTY

ST. ORE.
We pay 4 per cent. Interest in our

Savings Department.

AN

COMPLETE STOCK OF

AND

EXPERT WATCH

VON A. GRAY
Jeweler. ST. HELENS

BUILDING.

CHOICE

and

QUICK SERVICE

ANY HOUR.

LARGE OF
BOX COODS.

will

BIG CLOSING OUT SALE

all this month. Everything must
be sold regardless of cost

COAST MERCANTILE COMPANY
HELENS, OREGON

$800.00

Columbia County

HELENS,

Jewelry
Store

Watches
Clocks

REPAIRING.

LUNCH

MASON'S
RUTHERFORD

Confectionery Cigars

LUNCH

ASSORTMENT

continue its

ST.

IP--

Auto Troubles
respond quickly and inexpensively to our treatment.
If your car rattles, or does not run smoothly, or jars,
or makes too much noise, IT IS TIME TO BRING
IT TO US if you want it to last. A dollar or two

spent on that car today may save you ten tomorrow,
and that is an INDISPUTABLE FACT.

Gasoline 16 Cent. Marine Engine Repairing.

CITY GARAGE
St. Helens.

5 SYMPHONY LAWN WRITING PAPER 5
Its Use a Mark of Refinement.

Plain White and tinted, Surf Green, Old Lavender,
Champagne, Boudoir Blue," Shell Pink. Variety of
shapes and sizes. In Gold Edged Correspondence
Cards, with envelopes to match, in white and tints,
it 40c. and 50c. the box.

Remember we handle Krause's High Grade Candies,
in boxes and by the pound.

H PLAZA PHARMACY
fr BANK BUILDING PHONE 100 ST. HELENS, OREGON ft

All Work Guaranteed.

St. Helens -

Estimates Furnished.

R. CONSTANTIN
PLUMBING, HEATING,
SHEET METAL WORK.

-- Oregon

I NEW PERKINS HOTEL 1

PORTLAND, OREGON.

Handy to Large Stores, Theaters and Banks

t Comfortable and Convenient.

r A DrCTAMDAWT

Of High Class, with Moderate Prices,
in Connection.

Room Rates: With bath $1.50 up. With bath
privilege $1.00 up.

C. H. SHAFER, Manager.


